Every Student, Every Day

To: Families of Sweetwater City School Students

From: Mr. Rodney Boruff, Director of Schools
Re: Bus Transportation and Safety Guidance

The information below contains information about bus transportation provided by Sweetwater
City Schools. The guidelines and tips are in compliance with State Board of Education and
Tennessee Department of Safety procedures relating to bus students.

Should you learn of violations of the rules, please contact the principal of the school your child
attends to report the issue. Safety of our students and staff is of utmost importance so all calls of
concern will be investigated.

It is important to note that a pupil shall become ineligible for transportation on buses of
Sweetwater City Schools when behavior become unacceptable and possibly even endanger the
driver and peers on the bus. ALL bus discipline issues will be handled by the building level
administration.

Please review this information and discuss with your child.

GENERAL BUS SERVICES

o Bus service is available for students attending schools in Sweetwater City Schools and
Sweetwater High School. Your child may be provided transportation at the sole
discretion of Sweetwater City Schools if the bus has reached capacity and does not have
to deviate from established routes.

o Busroutes are designed in a manner that is most economical and advantageous to the
system as a whole, and to assure that no child has more than a 60-minute bus ride in the
morning or afternoon.

» Bus stops at each residence are not feasible, and buses do not enter areas where safety has
to be compromised. Every effort will be made to locate bus stops within a reasonable
walking distance from each child’s residence. It is the parent’s responsibility to supervise
their children at the bus stop every morning and afternoon.

o Transportation services are provided to and from the nearest bus stop to the child’s home
address. In the event a non-home location needs to be used, prior permission must be
secured by the Director of Schools or designee. Transportation uses the address listed on
the registration card at the child’s school.

e According to state law, TCA 46-6-21, no student will be allowed to ride home with another
student without written permission from the parent, which must be approved by the school
principal. If approved, the driver will be provided with a copy of the request form.

EXPECTATIONS FOR BUS RIDERS
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Riding a bus to and from school in the Sweetwater City School system is a privilege not a right.
All students must understand and observe good conduct, courtesy, cooperation, and respect for
the authority of the bus driver. Copies of the rules are clearly posted on each bus as a daily
reminder.

Follow the bus driver's directions the first time they are given.

The bus driver can assign seats for misbehavior.

Keep all parts of your body inside the bus and keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.
Students must be seated except when boarding or exiting the bus.

Drivers have the right to prohibit students from doing anything that might distract the
driver - including noise or actions that might threaten the safety of the bus.

e Any student who willfully damages the bus will not be able to ride until making
restitution with the bus owner.

DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES

The school bus is an extension of school activity; therefore, students shall conduct themselves on
the bus in a manner consistent with the established standards for safety and classroom behavior.

e Drivers complete a discipline form for each student and turn it into the school
administrators.
e School administrators will investigate and appropriately handle the situation that is
consistent with the behavior code for Sweetwater City Schools.
o Student discipline is at the discretion of the building level administration.
o Studentsmay be denied the privilege of riding the bus if the principal determines
that his/her behavior is such as to cause disruption on the bus, or if he/she disobeys
state or local rules and regulations pertaining to student transportation

e School administrators will complete the form and return a copy of the form to the driver.

BUS STOP SAFETY TIPS AND REMINDERS

e Arrive at the bus stop five minutes prior to bus arrival
e When possible, try to wait at least 10 feet from the roadway.

e Follow same behavior expectations as the classroom and riding a bus.
o Avoid all forms of horseplay, running, and hands-on.

USE OF BUS VIDEO

Video surveillance shall be used to promote the order, safety, and security of students, staff, and
property. This helps produce and maintain and safe environment for everyone.
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